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     In response to a legislative request, PEER developed 
four options which could be used for allocating legal 
assistants to the state’s district attorneys. Option One would 
allocate legal assistants on the basis of district population. 
Option Two would require the Legislature to equalize the 
per-attorney caseload throughout the state. Option Three would 
require that a case-weighted system of allocation be 
developed. Option Four involves developing a point system 
for allocating legal assistants. PEER recommends that the 
Legislature consider adopting Option Three since it would 
assess actual need of each district on the same basis.
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PEER: THE MISSISSIPPI LEGISLATURE'S OVERSIGHT AGENCY 

The Mississippi Legislature created the Joint Legislative Committee on 

Performance Evaluation and Expenditure Review (PEER Committee) by statute 

In 1973. A standing Joint committee, the PEER Committee Is composed of 

five members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker and 

f Ive  m embers of the Senate appointe d by the Lieutenant Governor. 

Appointments are made for four-year terms with one Senator and one 

Representat Ive appointed from each of the U. S. Congress Iona I Districts. 

Committee officers are elected by the membership with officers alternat Ing 

annually between the two houses. Al I Committee actions by statute require 

a major I ty vote of three Representat Ives and three Senators vot Ing In the 

affirmative. 

An extension of the Mississippi Legislature's constitutional 

prerogat Ive to conduct examinations and Investigations, PEER Is authorized 

by law to review any entity, Including contractors supported In whole or In 

part by pub I le funds,  and to ad dress any Issues which may require 

legislative action. PEER has statutory access to all state and local 

records and has subpoena power to compel testimony or the production of 

documents. 

As an Integral part of the Legislature, PEER provides a variety of 

services, Including program evaluations, economy and efficiency reviews, 

financial audits, limited scope evaluations, fiscal notes, special 

Investigations, briefings to Individual legislators, testimony, and other 

governmental research and assistance. The Committee I dentifies 

Inefficiency or Ineffectiveness or a fal lure to accompl lsh legislative 

objectives, and makes recommendations for redefinition, redirection,

redistribution and/or restructuring of Mississippi government. As directed

by and subject to the prior approval of the PEER Committee, the Committee's

professional staff executes audit and evaluation projects obtaining

Information and developing options for consideration by the Committee. The

PEER Committee releases reports to the Legislature, Governor, Lieutenant

Governor, and agency examined.

The Committee assigns top priority to written requests from Individual 

legislators and legislative committees. The Committee also considers PEER 

staff proposals and written requests from state officials and others. 




























































