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Privatization of public hospitals appears to be a trend throughout 
America because of the increasing cost of operations for public entities. 
Privatization of a public hospital occurs through sale, leasing or entering 
management contracts. Forty-four of Mississippi's 106 hospitals are 
public, with the remaining sixty-two hospitals operating under private 
management. 

PEER reviewed the lease transactions of Methodist Medical Center 
in Jackson and Baptist Memorial Hospital - North in Oxford. If lease 
provisions of both leases are fulfilled, the public health and welfare of the 
citizens of Hinds and Lafayette counties may be improved. Both entities 
complied with all relevant state laws in their procurement of personal 
services for lease negotiations. 

�br ���.R �ommtttee 



PEER: THE MISSISSIPPI LEGISLATURE'S OVERSIGHT AGENCY 

The Mississippi Legislature created the Joint Legislative Committee on 
Performance Evaluation and Expenditure Review (PEER Committee) by 
statute in 1973. A standing joint committee, the PEER Committee is 
composed of five members of the House of Representatives appointed by the 
Speaker and five members of the Senate appointed by the Lieutenant 
Governor. Appointments are made for four-year terms with one Senator 
and one Representative appointed from each of the U. S. Congressional 
Districts. Committee officers are elected by the membership with officers 
alternating annually between the two houses. All Committee actions by 
statute require a majority vote of three Representatives and three Senators 
voting in the affirmative. 

An extension of the Mississippi Legislature's constitutional prerogative 
to conduct examinations and investigations, PEER is authorized by law to 
review any entity, including contractors supported in whole or in part by 
public funds, and to address any issues which may require legislative 
action. PEER has statutory access to all state and local records and has 
subpoena power to compel testimony or the production of documents. 

As an integral part of the Legislature, PEER provides a variety of 
services, including program evaluations, economy and efficiency reviews, 
financial audits, limited scope evaluations, fiscal notes, special 
investigations, briefings to individual legislators, testimony, and other 
governmental research and assistance. The Committee identifies 
inefficiency or ineffectiveness or a failure to accomplish legislative 
objectives, and makes recommendations for redefinition, redirection, 
redistribution and/or restructuring of Mississippi government. As directed 
by and subject to the prior approval of the PEER Committee, the 
Committee's professional staff executes audit and evaluation projects 
obtaining information and developing options for consideration by the 
Committee. The PEER Committee releases reports to the Legislature, 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and agency examined. 

The Committee assigns top priority to written requests from individual 
legislators and legislative committees. The Committee also considers 
PEER staff proposals and written requests from state officials and others. 
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At its meeting of August 20, 1991, the PEER Committee authorized release 
of the report entitled A Review of Hospital Privatization in Mississippi and a 
Summary of the Lease Provisions of Methodist Medical Center and Baptist 
Memorial Hospital-North. 

This report does not recommend increased 
funding or additional staff. 
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APPENDIXA 

l\'IISSISSIPPI HEALTH FACILITIES BY TYPE OF 

OWNERSHIP/MANAGEMENT 

PUBLIC FACILITIES 

CHOCTAW COUNTY MEDICAL CENTER (Ackerman, MS) 
SOUTH PANOLA COMMUNITY HOSPITAL (Batesville, MS) 
JASPER COUNTY GENERAL HOSPITAL (Bay Springs, MS) 
RANKIN MEDICAL CENTER (Brandon, MS) 
HUMPHREYS COUNTY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL (Belzoni, MS) 
HILLCREST HOSPITAL (Calhoun City, MS) 
MADISON GENERAL HOSPITAL (Canton, MS) 
TALLAHATCHIE GENERAL HOSPITAL (Charleston, MS) 
NORTHWEST MISSISSIPPI REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER (Clarksdale, MS) 
BOLIVAR COUNTY HOSPITAL (Cleveland, MS) 
COVINGTON COUNTY HOSPITAL (Collins, MS) 
GOLDEN TRIANGLE REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER (Columbus, MS) 
MAGNOLIA HOSPITAL (Corinth, MS) 
KEMPER COMMUNITY HOSPITAL (DeKalb, MS) 
GREENWOOD LEFLORE HOSPITAL (Greenwood, MS) 
GRENADA LAKE MEDICAL CENTER (Grenada, MS) 
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AT GULFPORT (Gulfport, MS) 
FORREST GENERAL HOSPITAL (Hattiesburg, MS) 
HARDY WILSON MEMORIAL HOSPITAL (Hazlehurst, MS) 
SOUTH SUNFLOWER COUNTY HOSPITAL (Indianola, MS) 
* HINDS GENERAL HOSPITAL (Jackson, MS)
KILMICHAEL HOSPITAL, INC. (Kilmichael, MS)
MONTFORT JONES MEMORIAL HOSPITAL (Kosciusko, MS)
SOUTH CENTRAL REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER (Laurel, MS)
WINSTON COUNTY COMMUNITY HOSPITAL (Louisville, MS)
GEORGE COUNTY HOSPITAL (Lucedale, MS)
NOXUBEE GENERAL HOSPITAL (Macon, MS)
SOUTHWEST MISSISSIPPI REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER (McComb, MS)
SIMPSON GENERAL HOSPITAL (Mendenhall, MS)
LAWRENCE COUNTY HOSPITAL (Monticello, MS)
JEFF DAVIS MEMORIAL HOSPITAL (Natchez, MS)
OCEAN SPRINGS HOSPITAL (Ocean Springs, MS)
SINGING RIVER HOSPITAL (Pascagoula, MS)
NESHOBA COUNTY GENERAL HOSPITAL (Philadelphia, MS)
PEARL RIVER COUNTY HOSPITAL (Poplarville, MS)
CLAIBORNE COUNTY HOSPITAL (Port Gibson, MS)
PERRY COUNTY GENERAL HOSPITAL (Richton, MS)
SHARKEY-ISSAQUENA COMMUNITY HOSPITAL (Rolling Fork, MS)
NORTH SUNFLOWER COUNTY HOSPITAL (Ruleville, MS)
OKTIBBEHA COUNTY HOSPITAL (Starkville, MS)
YALOBUSHA GENERAL HOSPITAL (Water Valley, MS)
WAYNE GENERAL HOSPITAL (Waynesboro, MS)
TYLER-HOLMES MEMORIAL HOSPITAL (Winona, MS)
JEFFERSON COUNTY HOSPITAL (Fayette, MS)
DISTRICT II COMMUNITY HOSPITAL (Durant, MS) 11/15/90 

* Leased to Methodist Health Systems on December 1, 1990

SOURCE: Mississippi Hospital Association 
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PROPRIETARY HOSPITALS 

BILOXI REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER (Biloxi, MS) 
GULF COAST COMMUNITY HOSPITAL (Biloxi, MS) 
CPC SAND HILL HOSPITAL (Gulfport, MS) 
GARDEN PARK COMMUNITY HOSPITAL (Gulfport, MS) 
HOUSTON COMMUNITY HOSPITAL (Houston, MS) 
CHARTER HOSPITAL OF JACKSON (Jackson, MS) 
JACKSON RECOVERY CENTER (Jackson, MS) 
RIVER OAKS HOSPITAL (Jackson, MS) 
WOMAN'S HOSPITAL (Jackson, MS) 
THAGGARD HOSPITAL (Madden, MS) 
MAGEE GENERAL HOSPITAL (Magee, MS) 
LAUREL WOOD CENTER (Meridian, MS) 
SENATOBIA COMMUNITY HOSPITAL (Senatobia, MS) 
SHELBY COMMUNITY HOSPITAL (Shelby, MS) 
LAIRD HOSPITAL, INC. (Union, MS) 
PARKVIEW REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER (Vicksburg, MS) 
VICKSBURG MEDICAL CENTER (Vicksburg, MS) 


















