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A Follow-Up Review of the Veterans' Affairs Board 

December 16, 1992 

PEER conducted a follow-up of its 1991 review of the Veterans' Affairs 
Board and determined that the board has made significant progress in 
correcting deficiencies cited in the initial report. 

The Veterans' Affairs Board has reviewed qualifications of its staff, 
and when necessary, has sought assistance from the State Personnel Board 
in doing so. The agency has improved its controls over funds donated to the 
Mississippi State Veterans' Home by individuals and veterans' 
organizations, and has begun accurately accounting for personal funds 
which the home keeps for resident veterans. The agency plans to transfer 
its unidentified balance of $29,394.54 to the State Treasury, and has 
responded positively to six of eight critical audit findings cited in the 
Department of Audit's FY 1990 audit report of the Veterans' Affairs Board. 

The Veterans' Affairs Board has also made progress in correcting 
life safety deficiencies in the Mississippi State Veterans' Home and plans to 
purchase a new van with a properly designed wheelchair lift. The agency 
has also promulgated new policies with respect to the use of leave and board 
members' receipt of travel and per diem compensation. 
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PEER: THE MISSISSIPPI LEGISLATURE'S OVERSIGHT AGENCY 

The Mississippi Legislature created the Joint Legislative Committee on 
Performance Evaluation and Expenditure Review (PEER Committee) by 
statute in 1973. A standing joint committee, .the PEER Committee is 
composed of five members of the House of Representatives appointed by the 
Speaker and five members of the Senate appointed by the Lieutenant 
Governor. Appointments are made for four-year terms with one Senator 
and one Representative appointed from each of the U. S. Congressional 
Districts. Committee officers are elected by the membership with officers 
alternating annually between the two houses. All Committee actions by 
statute require a majority vote of three Representatives and three Senators 
voting in the affirmative. 

An extension of the Mississippi Legislature's constitutional prerogative 
to conduct examinations and investigations, PEER is authorized by law to 
review any entity, including contractors supported in whole or in part by 
public funds, and to address any issues which may require legislative 
action. PEER has statutory access to all state and local records and has 
subpoena power to compel testimony or the production of documents. 

As an integral part of the Legislature, PEER provides a variety of 
services, including program evaluations, economy and efficiency reviews, 
financial audits, limited scope evaluations, fiscal notes, special 
investigations, briefings to individual legislators, testimony, and other 
governmental research and assistance. The Committee identifies 
inefficiency or ineffectiveness or a failure to accomplish legislative 
objectives, and makes recommendations for redefinition, redirection, 
redistribution and/or restructuring of Mississippi government. As directed 
by and subject to the prior approval of the PEER Committee, the 
Committee's professional staff executes audit and evaluation projects 
obtaining information and developing options for consideration by the 
Committee. The PEER Committee releases reports to the Legislature, 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and agency examined. 

The Committee assigns top priority to written requests from individual 
legislators and legislative committees. The Committee also considers 
PEER staff proposals and written requests from state officials and others. 
































































